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City Examines Deal With Animal Shelter Contractor Mabrey,
Facing Criminal Charges, Apologizes To Council
By Jess Macinko
DOGGED EFFORTS: Concern has
arisen about whether or not the city's
contract with Dogs of the Gorge will be
renewed.
Another chance for DOGs
Statements of support, praise, and
cooperation were the overwhelming
response to the latest wrinkle in the
unfolding Dogs of the Gorge (DOG)
saga, which played out at Monday
night's city council meeting. The first
sign of trouble came the previous
Monday, in a posting on the DOG
Facebook page. The message said that
the city had opted not to renew its
contract with the organization, which
provides shelter and sets up adoptions
for stray dogs on an entirely volunteer
basis. This would mean that after Dec.
31, it would have to vacate the city
animal shelter on Wing Road, its
current base of operation. DOG would
be homeless.
In a press release issued this Monday
afternoon, Goldendale Police Chief
Reggie Bartkowski said two issues cast
doubt on the contract's renewal. One is
that the shelter is in serious disrepair
and needs to be either remodeled or
demolished and replaced with a new
shelter. The other is that Lisa Mabrey,
DOG founder, is the subject of a
criminal case involving charges of theft
and trespassing.
According to the case file, Mabrey
entered a neighbor's yard without
permission and took a live-animal trap
from their porch. When questioned by
police, she at first denied her
involvement. She later admitted to
taking the trap because she said it had
captured her son's cat. She added that
subsequently she returned the empty
trap to the porch.
At the council meeting, Mabrey
apologized for her conduct. In turn,

Chief
Bartkowski,
Mayor
Michael
Canon, and
other
members of
the council
commended
her for her
service to
the
stray
dogs
of
Klickitat
County. Bartkowski stressed the need
to rebuild the city's relationship with
DOG, and recommended a one-year
extension of the contract.
When the council opened the floor to
public comment, it received an
outpouring of support for DOG, as well
as concerns and suggestions regarding
the state of the shelterand county-wide
Animal Control.
The immediate resolution was a
temporary reprieve. Because the current
contract ends Dec. 31 and the next
council meeting will not take place
until 7 p.m. Jan. 3, DOG would
effectively lose its right to the shelter
for the first three days of the month.
The council passed a motion extending
the contract to cover this period. At the
next meeting, the council expects to
approve a new one-year contract with
DOG.
A Need for County-Wide Control
In his closing remarks, Canon summed
up the feeling in the room. "This day
started out pretty dark [. . .] but the
community kind of gathered around in
support of the dogs, and that kind of
turned our focus to the dogs."
One object of that focus is the need for
better Animal Control throughout the
county. At present, the Sherriff's office

relies heavily on DOG-in fact, most of
the dogs serviced by DOG are from
outside Goldendale. Danielle Olsen, a
DOG volunteer and sheriff's posse
member who fields Animal Control
calls, said she gets about 10 calls per
week. "WDFW called us [DOG] last
summer [. . .], state patrol has gotten
ahold of us [. . .] I definitely see a need
in the county."
At its next meeting, the council will
discuss setting up a special committee
to explore county-wide Animal Control
solutions.
Shelter conditions
According to DOG volunteer Elena
James, saying the shelter needs work is
"the understatement of the century."
James cited a number of safety
concerns, including decrepit water and
electrical systems, nonexistent outdoor
lighting, and kennels that are falling
apart.
Canon asked James, Mabrey, and other
DOG volunteers to draw up a list of
priority repairs, which will help
generate an estimate of the funding
needed to restore the shelter.
Reprinted with permission from the
Goldendale Sentinel

Book Report
By Judy Bane

"Belgravia" by Julian Fellowes
This was such an entertaining story.
If you liked Downton Abbey, you will
eat this book up with a spoon. Great
story, masterfully written. Julian
Fellowes's “Belgravia” is the story of a
secret. A secret that unravels behind the
porticoed doors of London's grandest
postcode. Set in the 1840s when the
upper echelons of society began to rub
shoulders with the emerging industrial
nouveau riche, Belgravia is people by a
rich cast of characters. But the story
begins on the eve of the Battle of
Waterloo in 1815. At the Duchess of
Richmond's n0w legendary ball, one
family's life will change forever.
Educated at Ampleforth and
Magdalene College, Cambridge, Julian
Fellowes is a multi-award-winning
actor, writer, director and producer. As
creator, sole writer, and executive
producer of the hit television series
DOWNTON ABBEY, Fellowes has
won three Emmy awards.

Lyle School’s Leaders
Speak at Statewide
Education Conference
School districts seeking more
equitable outcomes for their students
frequently
encounter
staggering
challenges as they seek to reach their
goals. In recent years, the Lyle School
District has faced fiscal challenges,
community
disengagement,
new
leadership and a shifting vision on its
journey to provide opportunities for
each and every student.
With its students now making strong
academic gains, Lyle School District
Superintendent Andrew Kelly and two
board members, Tria Bullard and
Barbara Mills, were invited to share the
district’s turnaround story with state’s
school directors and superintendents at
their largest conference of the year.
The trio spoke at the Washington
State School Directors’ Association
(WSSDA) statewide meeting on
Saturday, November 19th in Spokane,
Washington. They presented to a
packed house during their session and
were proud to share the growth that has
occurred within our district.

“We have excellent teachers and
classified staff that are creating
opportunities for the kids in Lyle that
are equal to or greater than the
opportunities of any child in our state,”
Kelly noted.
WSSDA is the largest organization
of elected officials in Washington and
includes all of the school board
members who serve the state’s 295
school districts educating 1.1 million
students statewide. The conference,
titled, “Lead to Inspire,” hosted over
1,000 attendees, 160 presenters and 48
exhibitors.
The significant interest in the
presentation indicates just how
noteworthy this district’s recent
achievements are: “The Lyle School
District is on track to become as the
national model for rural excellence,
supporting ALL children, and ensuring
equality
in
our
outcomes,”
Superintendent Kelly concluded.

Senior Lunches
Every Tuesday
Lion's Community Center
Lyle, WA
Program starts at 11:30 AM
Lunch is at noon
Senior lunch is open to all for $3.50
donation for people 60+ and $6.50 for
under 60 years old. Center opens at
9:00 AM when the cooking starts and
people are welcome to come in to read
or hang out until the program starts.

Libraries will be closed
Sunday, January 1st. 2017
New Year’s Day
And
Monday, January 16th
in honor of
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.

Computer Classes
January 26th, 1:00 to 5:00pm
Computer classes offered by the
Library. Free 30-minute sessions of
individual instruction. Call the library
to reserve a spot or for more
information, 773-4487.
Goldendale Community Library
131 West Burgen Street

Goldendale Observatory
State Park
Goldendale Observatory is a 5-acre
educational facility and certified Dark
Sky Park on a 2,100-foot elevation
hilltop 2 miles north of downtown
Goldendale. The park features one of
the nation's largest public telescopes
and has attracted tens of thousands of
sky-watchers since its dedication in
1973. The park offers spectacular views
of the countryside from atop the
observatory hill in the daytime, and
magnificent views of the universe at
night. For information (509) 773-3141
1602 Observatory Dr.
Goldendale, WA 98620
goldendale.observatory@parks.wa.gov

Winter Hours
Oct. 1 - March 31
Friday-Sunday: 1-9 p.m.;
showtimes are 2 and 6 p.m.
Klindt’s Bookstore 541-296-3355
315 E. 2nd Street, The Dalles
Hours: Mon. – Sat. 8:00 am– 6:00 pm
Sundays 11:00 am - 4:00 pm
The Dalles/Wasco County Public
Library 541-296-2815
722 Court Street, The Dalles
HOURS:
Monday-Thursday 10 a.m. to 8:30
p.m. Saturday: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Closed Sunday
*FREE wireless Internet access
inside the library and on library
grounds.
White Salmon Valley Community
Library 509-493-1132 - Town &
Country Sq. White Salmon
Open Tuesdays 10:00 am - 8:00 pm
Wed.-Sat. 10:00 am - 6:00 pm
*FREE wireless Internet access
Goldendale Community Library
(509) 773-4487
131 West Burgen Street
Goldendale,
Open M Tu W Th F Sat 10-6:30

Bookmobile
Fort Vancouver
Regional Library
1-888-546-2707
Wednesday Jan. 18th.
Lyle Market -9:45am-10:05am
Lyle High School 10:25am-12:30pm
Dallesport School- 1:45pm – 3:00pm

Community Council Corner
By Renee Briggs
The December Council meeting was
cancelled due to snow.
The Christmas Bazaar brought in
$560.00 for the Community Council
and also for the Dallesport Fire Dist #6.
Barbara Rauch did a great job putting it
all together this year, and we hope that
she will be back again next year.
Please join us for the next Council
meeting on January 12th. 7pm at the
Dallesport Community Center.

Santa Was Here
Many thanks to Kim and Cathy
McCartney for bringing Santa & Mrs.
Clause to the Christmas Bazaar. The
children had their pictures taken and
also received a small bag of goodies.

Dallesport Water Dist.
P.O. Box 131
Dallesport, WA 98617
If you have any questions regarding
your water system, please feel free to
contact us: Dave Griffin, DWD Manager
541-980-6756, www.dallesport-wa.org
or dwdmanager@qnect.net
Lyn Stevens DWD Clerk 541-980-6514,
or dallesportwater@gmail.com
Monthly meetings are held on the 2nd
Wednesday of every month at 6:00pm
at the Dallesport Community Center.

K.C.F.D. #6
Dallesport/Murdock Fire Dept.
January 21st. 7-10 am
Dallesport fire station
All proceeds go to the Dallesport
Fire Department Building
Fund…..
All you can eat Pancakes Endless
Coffee & Juice…

$5.00 per Person
Dallesport Project ELFF was a
big success. We collected 2219 units of
food for the Lyle Lions Christmas
baskets. .... Thank you everyone for
your support. K.C.F.D. #6

Dallesport’s Dirt Hugger
Earns Praise
By Michelle Scott
If composting could be considered
cooking
with
microbes,
then
Dallesport’s Dirt Hugger is working
with a winning recipe.
After almost a decade of curing
microbe dirt, the regional composting
company was recently recognized by
the Washington Organics Recycling
Council (WORC) and presented with
the 2016 Com-posting Innovation
award. Dirt Hugger was presented with
the award during the WORC’s annual
conference.
“We were actually just at the
conference, and had no idea and then
they sort of announced it. We were
really honored and humbled to get it,
we weren’t expecting it at all,”
explained co-founder Pierce Louis. “It’s
really a major team effort, our whole
team here helped build this site.”
Louis and his coworker and friend
Tyler Miller launched Dirt Hugger in
2010 after leaving the world of
aerospace and drones, instead focusing
on the ground to engineer compost.
Before moving to their Dallesport site,
the composters operated on a leased lot
in Hood River’s Industrial Park.
The composting site, located two-miles
north from The Dalles bridge, is
designed to have flow, Louis said.
Trucks enter with waste, drive to a
dumping pad, release material then
drive around the lot for the exit.
Compost piles work on a 90-day
rotation and start downwind, slowly
moving in succession to their end point
at the west end of the lot.
“We have recipes based on what comes
in,” said Louis, “So we get in fruit
waste from the packing houses, we get
in brush waste from places like Hood
River garbage, and then we get in
commercial food waste.” Beer waste
and cherry sludge also make it into the
composting piles filling seven acres of
their nine-acre lot leased from Klickitat
County.
“We have recipes based on that, you
know it’s this much fruit waste, this
much brush, this much beer, and that’s
what makes a recipe,” Louis explained.
If you get it right, it becomes a
thermophile process where microbes
proliferate and heat the piles of organic
material to break down the pile’s
contents, he added.
“There’s a bunch of different organic
waste a lot of which were going to the
landfill before, so it’s awesome to keep
it out,” noted Louis. “Our whole goal is
to have the same products at the end,

but you have very different inputs
depending on the time of the year. So,
you have to be really cognizant of your
recipes and what’s going on.”
Dirt Hugger’s innovation came from
heaps of industry research before Louis
and Miller launched their own
composting campaign. One of the
pluses of the industry they work in is
how willing the competition is to offer
advice, Louis noted.
“The really cool thing about this
industry is you don’t really compete
with anybody that’s more than 100
miles away, so people are very willing
to share ideas, and so the industry is
very familial. There’s a lot of idea
sharing,” explained Louis.
“Part of the innovation is a lot of
people’s input, a lot of people’s help, so
it was really kind of a team effort,” he

added.
Dirt Hugger co-founder Pierce Louis
holds the Composting Innovation award
the Dirt Hugger team received last
month from the Washington Organic
Recycling Council.
Dirt Hugger takes regional organic
waste and processes the material into
compost after a 90-day process. “This
site is sort of designed to do about
40,000 tons a year of material, and this
year we’ll do a little over 30,000. Last
year we did 20-something-thousand, so
it’s grown a bunch,” said Louis.
Photo by Michelle Scott.
Reprinted with permission from the
White Salmon Enterprise

Our new playground is open at the Lyle Campus!
Thank you to the donors, volunteers, staff, students and parents who helped complete this project.

Port Bridge Study Would Build On Previous Work
Back in the early 1990s, a littleknown entity called the Klickitat
County Regional Transportation
Policy Organization identified
replacement of the aging Hood
River Bridge as a transportation
imperative,
in
a
regional
transportation plan (RTP) for the
county prepared in conjunction with
and by the Southwest Washington
Regional Transportation Council
(SWRTC) based in Vancouver. The
RTP was last updated in 2014.
The Washington Legislature gave
the project a boost when designated
a State Route 35 corridor in the
1997 legislative session. The SR-35
corridor would provide a future link
across the Columbia River to
Oregon from the Bingen/White
Salmon area.
A Draft Environmental Impact
Statement for a future river crossing
in the SR-35 corridor was
completed in 2004, and a Type,
Size, and Location Study was
completed in 2011. A Final

Environmental Im-pact Statement
(EIS) would be the next step in the
project development process.
Dale Robins, a senior planner at
SWRTC who is intimately familiar
with the Klickitat County RTP, said
the Port of Hood River project
would build off the work that has
already been completed.
“The Port’s proposal would take
the project to 70 percent design and
complete the Final EIS,” Robins
said Monday. “If selected for
funding, this grant request would
bring us much closer to a new
bridge.”
Robins noted, “I have not seen the
grant proposal, but I believe the
request will include right-of-way on
the Washington side. I would hope
many questions could also be
answered, such as ownership,
financing, etc.”
According to the 2014 RTP update,
“The RTP supports the replacement
of the Hood River Bridge. The
Hood River Bridge is a major

transportation corridor providing
access between southwest Klickitat
County and Hood River, Oregon.
The Hood River Bridge provides
the principle access for southwest
Klickitat County to employment,
services, and goods. This facility is
important for the movement of local
goods (fruit and timber) to market.
This facility is essential to the
region’s
diversification
by
providing access and employment
opportunities
related
to
the
tourism/recreational sector. The
existing facility is narrow and
inadequate to handle the demands
of the region. The facility is aging
and will likely need to be replaced
within the next 15-20 years. The
local economy depends heavily on
the Hood River Bridge, ensuring an
adequate replacement facility is a
high priority for the region.”
Reprinted with permission from the
White Salmon Enterprise

For the latest information on Lyle School District, visit the website for the school district.

http://www.lyleschools.org/site/default.aspx?PageID=1

Lyle Schools’ Christmas Concert Rescheduled to January 4
Due to the weather conditions, the Lyle Schools Christmas Concert scheduled for Dec. 14 has been rescheduled to
January 4. The community is invited to come celebrate and wrap up the season with our students and staff. This
delightful Christmas concert features students in Kindergarten through 12th grades performing favorites old and new,
and takes place in the Lyle School gymnasium starting at 7 p.m.
Donations of new or clean, gently-used clothing are also requested. Look for the donation boxes when you enter the
school. You can even buy an ornament hand-created by our students for $1 each.

Levy Meeting
Community members are welcome and encouraged to attend maintenance and operations levy meetings to learn more about the
request the district will have on the Feb. 14 ballot, and to find out how they can support our community’s youth. Meetings will be
held in both Lyle and Dallesport. Meetings begin at 6 p.m.
ALL means ALL Levy Meeting
January 4, 2017
Lyle Activity Center
ALL means ALL Levy Meeting
January 11, 2017
Dallesport School Facility
ALL means ALL Levy Meeting
January 18, 2017
Lyle Activity Center
ALL means ALL Levy Meeting
January 25, 2017
Lyle Activity Center

Lyle School’s Leaders Speak at Statewide Education Conference
School districts seeking more equitable outcomes for their students frequently encounter staggering challenges as they seek
to reach their goals. In recent years, the Lyle School District has faced fiscal challenges, community disengagement, new
leadership and a shifting vision on its journey to provide opportunities for each and every student.
With its students now making strong academic gains, Lyle School District Superintendent Andrew Kelly and two board
members, Tria Bullard and Barbara Mills, were invited to share the district’s turnaround story with state’s school directors and
superintendents at their largest conference of the year.
The trio spoke at the Washington State School Directors’ Association (WSSDA) statewide meeting on Saturday,
November 19th in Spokane, Washington. They presented to a packed house during their session and were proud to share the
growth that has occurred within our district.
“We have excellent teachers and classified staff who are creating opportunities for the kids in Lyle that are equal to or
greater than the opportunities of any child in our state,” Kelly noted.
WSSDA is the largest organization of elected officials in Washington and includes all of the school board members who
serve the state’s 295 school districts educating 1.1 million students statewide. The conference, titled, “Lead to Inspire,” hosted
over 1,000 attendees, 160 presenters and 48 exhibitors.
The significant interest in the presentation indicates just how noteworthy this district’s recent achievements are: “The Lyle
School District is on track to become as the national model for rural excellence, supporting ALL children, and ensuring
equality in our outcomes,” Superintendent Kelly concluded.

The Library Bookmobile will now be located in Lyle as well as Dallesport.
Wednesday Jan. 18th. Lyle Market -9:45am-10:05am
Lyle High School 10:25am-12:30pm Dallesport School- 1:45pm – 3:00pm

Dallesport PTO Meeting Tue, January 3rd. 2:45pm – 3:45pm
Monthly on the first Tuesday
Next school board meeting will be held on January 19, 2017
Support your school and attend a meeting.

Dancing with the Gorge
Stars
January 6, 2017 7pm
Back by popular demand, six Gorge
Stars will compete for your votes at
the final concert of the season. Similar
to the reality TV dance show,
contestants learn a routine prior to
show time. But in this show, the
competitors are our friends and
neighbors from the gorge area. Paired
with a professional dancer from the
Utah Ballroom Dance Co., they spend
many hours practicing their routines.
Then, costumed and coifed, they
perform for our concert. At the end of
the show, audience votes will be
tallied, along with the votes of our
three, local judges. A beautiful
mirrored trophy goes to the winning
team. We are promised laughter,
cheering and singing along with an
evening’s unique entertainment.
The Dalles High School 220 E. 10th
Street The Dalles
Information: Patti Blagg 541-2984352 Tickets: $20 prepaid, $25 at the
door Available at Klindt's Booksellers,
Lines of Designs and The Dalles
Chamber. This is a fundraiser for
the Mid-Columbia Community
Concert Association

Civic Auditorium
Flea Market
January 8, 2017 11am - 4pm
The Dalles Civic Auditorium
323 E. 4th Street The Dalles
Information: 541-298-8533

Aunty Wendy's Sing &
Strum
January 7, 14, 21, 28, 2017
9:00 AM - 10:00 AM
http://gorgecommunitymusic.com
For beginners looking for some
understanding of how music is
constructed. Get acquainted with your
instrument, and gain a beginning
understanding of the major key.
Gorge Community Music 410 E.
Second Street The Dalles
Contact Information: 541-296-2900
Fee: $15/month

Community Drum &
Percussion Circle
January 7, 14, 21, 28, 2017
3:00 PM - 4:00 PM
http://gorgecommunitymusic.com
The Community Drum Circle is a fun,
entry-level
learning
experience
accessible to all who want to
participate. Unlike a drumming group
or troupe, the drum circle is
an end in itself - not
preparation
for
a
performance.
We
will
explore rhythms from around
the world and pratice them
together on a range of
instruments.
All
levels
welcome! Meets weekly become a regular or attend at
your convenience. Lead by
Caleb Prescott.
Gorge
Community Music 410 E.
Second Street The Dalles
Contact Information: 541296-2900 Fee: $15/month

4th Annual Blanket
Drive
January 7, 2017 10:00 AM 2:00 PM
http://www.ncphd.org
523 E. Third Street The
Dalles Across the street from
Sawyer's True Value in the
lot that used to be Griffith
Motors
Blankets, warm socks, coats,
hat, gloves. Also travel-size

soaps, shampoo, etc. All items must
be new or gently used, washed, and in
good condition. No holes or stains.
Contact Information: Tanya Wray
541-506-2631

Become a Wasco County
Master Gardener!
Meet and Greet
January 24, 2017 6:00 PM - 7:30
PM
Are you interested in learning more
about the art and science of growing
and caring for plants in home gardens
and landscapes?
Master Gardeners receive a practical
and intensive training, taught by OSU
Extension agents and horticultural
specialists. The training utilizes
research-based information on topics
like botany, soil and compost,
pruning, plant diseases, and weed
management.
In exchange for classroom instruction,
Master Gardeners volunteer in
community garden education projects
that help spread the love and joy of
gardening. We also have a lot of fun!
Help serve your community, learn
more, and become a part of an
amazing community!
Want to learn more about being an
OSU
Master
Gardener
before
applying?
Talk to current Master Gardeners and
learn more about the program at our
social event!
Please join us for a “Meet & Greet”
on Tuesday, January 24 at 6pm,
downstairs at The Dalles Art Center.
Meet current Master Gardeners and
get a better sense of what we do. All
are welcome!
Applications due January 25
Training begins February 15
The Dalles Art Center 220 E. 4th
Street The Dalles
Contact Information: Michelle Sager,
Program Coordinator, 541-296-5494

BINGO! For Meals on
Wheels, Inc.
The Dalles Meals on Wheels, Inc. has
Bingo every Thursday night starting
at 6 pm at 1112 W. 9th Street, The
Dalles (Mid-Columbia Senior Center).
Minimum buy-in is $8. and players
could win between $750 and $1000 on
the pink card game. The Dalles Meals
on Wheels has been serving seniors
for over 40 years. Bingo is our major
fund raiser and makes up about 35
percent of the budget. Come join the
fun & help out Meals on Wheels at the
same time!!!!!!!!!!!

DALLESPORT-MURDOCK COMMUNITY COUNCIL
P.O. BOX 8
DALLESPORT, WA 98617

Burn ban has been lifted. Please be careful.

Snow Angels
It seems that we have a number of snow angels in our community. Though they
do not want their names publicized, we would like to say thank you for taking the
time to plow or shovel so many driveways, walks, steps, and porches. There are
many older or disabled people in Dallesport who are no longer able to do their own
clearing of the snow, but still need to be able to get out for groceries or doctor
appointments. It’s also important that emergency vehicles are able to reach these
homes. It’s amazing how an act of kindness can changed the course of a person’s
life. Thank you snow angels.

To have a Dallesport Newsletter delivered to your inbox each month, please
email Renee Briggs at lrbriggs@gorge.net
Dallesport-Murdock Community Council
Meetings on the second Thursday, 7pm
At Community Center on 6th Street Dallesport
Chairman:
Don McDermott 509-767-2308 nod@gorge.net
Vice-Chairman: Jack Kincheloe 509-767-0699
Secretary: Kim McCartney 509-594-6195
Treasurer: Temp….L. Renee Briggs
Ways & Means: Elaine Kincheloe 509-767-0699
Other Members:
Anthony Rizzi 541-980-4515
Mary Ann Pauline 509-767-4301
PJ Sisseck 509-767-0044
Bill Morris 509-281-0535 wj21stcentury@yahoo.com
Darren Lacock 541-993-6269
Newsletter/Public Relations:
L. Renee Briggs 509-767-2316 lrbriggs@gorge.net

Printed copies of our newsletter can be
picked up at the Dallesport Post Office.
The Library Bookmobile
locations and hours.
Wednesday Jan. 18th. 2017
Lyle Market -9:45am-10:05am
Lyle High School 10:25am-12:30pm
Dallesport School- 1:45pm – 3:00pm

Community Center
If you are interested in renting the Dallesport Community Center for your meeting, family reunion,
memorial service, birthday party or other function, please contact Jess Jones at 503-440-5941.
Rental fees are $25.00 to $50.00 a day.

